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LONG TITLE
General Description:

This bill amends provisions of the Mental Health Professional Practice Act.
Highlighted Provisions:

This bill:

» defines terms;

» modifies requirements for licensure by endorsement;

» provides that a license by endorsement that was valid immediately before the
passage of this bill continues to be valid;

» amends the scope of practice provisions for a social service worker;

» defines the term "program accredited by the Council on Social Work Education" to
include a program that was accredited, and a program that was in candidacy for
accreditation, on the day on which the applicant for licensure satisfactorily
completed the program;

» modifies the qualifications for a social service worker license;

» provides that a social service worker license that was valid immediately before the
passage of this bill continues to be valid;

» establishes a continuing education requirement for a social service worker; and

» makes technical changes.

Monies Appropriated in this Bill:

06 °d’S



28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58

S.B. 90 01-15-10 11:15 AM

None
Other Special Clauses:
None
Utah Code Sections Affected:
AMENDS:
58-60-115, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2009, Chapter 183
58-60-202, as enacted by Laws of Utah 1994, Chapter 32
58-60-205, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2009, Chapter 183
ENACTS:
58-60-115.2, Utah Code Annotated 1953
58-60-205.5, Utah Code Annotated 1953

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the state of Utah:
Section 1. Section 58-60-115 is amended to read:
58-60-115. License by endorsement.
The division shall issue a license by endorsement under this chapter to a person who:
(1) submits an application on a form provided by the division;
(2) pays a fee determined by the department under Section 63J-1-504;
(3) provides documentation of current licensure in good standing in any state, district,

or territory of the United States to practice in the profession [tr] for which licensure is being

sought;

(4) provides documentation that the person has engaged in the lawful practice of the

profession for which licensure is sought for not less than 4.000 hours, of which 1,000 hours are

in mental health therapy;

(5) has passed the profession specific jurisprudence examination if required of a new
applicant; and

(6) is of good moral character and professional standing, and has no disciplinary action
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pending or in effect against the applicant's license in any jurisdiction.
Section 2. Section 58-60-115.2 is enacted to read:
58-60-115.2. Pre-existing license by endorsement.

A person who, on May 11, 2010, has a valid license by endorsement under Section

58-60-115 that was granted before May 11, 2010, is considered to have met the requirements of

Subsection 58-60-115(4) if the person provides documentation that the person has engaged in:

(1) the lawful practice of the person's profession, including mental health therapy, for

not less than 4,000 hours during the three years immediately preceding the date of application
for licensure in Utah; or

(2) the lawful practice of the profession for which licensure is sought for not less than

4,000 hours, of which 1,000 hours are in mental health therapy.

Section 3. Section 58-60-202 is amended to read:

58-60-202. Definitions.

In addition to the definitions in Sections 58-1-102 and 58-60-102, as used in this part:
(1) "Board" means the Social Worker Licensing Board created in Section 58-60-203.

(2) (a) "Practice as a social service worker" means performance of general entry level

services under supervision of a mental health therapist through the application of social work

theory, methods, and ethics in order to enhance the social or psychosocial functioning of an

individual, a couple, a family, a group, or a community, including:
(1) conducting:

(A) anon-clinical psychosocial assessment; or

(B) a home study;

(i1) collaborative planning and goal setting;

(iii) ongoing case management;

(iv) progress monitoring:

(v) supportive counseling;

(vi) information gathering;

(vii) making referrals; and
(viii) engaging in advocacy.

(b) "Practice as a social service worker" does not include:

(1) diagnosing or treating mental illness: or
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sychotherapeutic services to an individual, couple, family, group, or

community.
[t2)] (3) "Practice of clinical social work" includes:

(a) the practice of mental health therapy by observation, description, evaluation,
interpretation, intervention, and treatment to effect modification of behavior by the application
of generally recognized professional social work principles, methods, and procedures for the
purpose of preventing, treating, or eliminating mental or emotional illness or dysfunction, the
symptoms of any of these, or maladaptive behavior;

(b) the application of generally recognized psychotherapeutic and social work
principles and practices requiring the education, training, and clinical experience of a clinical
social worker; and

(c) supervision of the practice of a certified social worker or social service worker as
the supervision is required under this chapter and as further defined by division rule.

[3)] (4) "Practice of certified social work" includes:

(a) the supervised practice of mental health therapy by a clinical social worker by
observation, description, evaluation, interpretation, intervention, and treatment to effect
modification of behavior by the application of generally recognized professional social work
principles, methods, and procedures for the purpose of preventing, treating, or eliminating
mental or emotional illness or dysfunctions, the symptoms of any of these, or maladaptive
behavior;

(b) the supervised or independent and unsupervised application of generally recognized
professional social work principles and practices requiring the education, training, and
experience of a certified social worker; and

(c) supervision of the practice of a social service worker as the supervision is required

under this chapter and as further defined by division rule.

[y . . : ]
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(5) "Program accredited by the Council on Social Work Education" means a program

that:

(a) was accredited by the Council on Social Work Education on the day on which the

applicant for licensure satisfactorily completed the program: or

(b) was in candidacy for accreditation by the Council on Social Work Education on the

day on which the applicant for licensure satisfactorily completed the program.

[€5)] (6) "Supervision of a social service worker" means supervision conducted by an
individual licensed as a mental health therapist under this title in accordance with division rules
made in collaboration with the board.

Section 4. Section 58-60-205 is amended to read:

58-60-205. Qualifications for licensure or certification as a clinical social worker,
certified social worker, and social service worker.

(1) An applicant for licensure as a clinical social worker shall:

(a) submit an application on a form provided by the division;

(b) pay a fee determined by the department under Section 63J-1-504;

(c) be of good moral character;

(d) produce certified transcripts from an accredited institution of higher education
recognized by the division in collaboration with the board verifying satisfactory completion of
an education and earned degree as follows:

(i) an earned master's degree in social work resulting from completion of an education
program accredited by the Council on Social Work Education; or

(11) an earned doctoral degree in social work that results from successful completion of
a clinical concentration and practicum approved by the division and defined by rule under
Section 58-1-203;

(e) have completed a minimum of 4,000 hours of clinical social work training as
defined by division rule under Section 58-1-203 in not less than two years and under the

supervision of a clinical social worker supervisor approved by the division in collaboration
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with the board;

(f) document successful completion of not less than 1,000 hours of supervised training
in mental health therapy obtained after completion of the education requirement in Subsection
(1)(d), which training may be included as part of the 4,000 hours of training in Subsection
(1)(e), and of which documented evidence demonstrates not less than 100 of the hours were
obtained under the direct personal face to face supervision of a clinical social worker approved
by the division in collaboration with the board;

(g) have completed a case work, group work, or family treatment course sequence with
a clinical practicum in content as defined by rule under Section 58-1-203; and

(h) pass the examination requirement established by rule under Section 58-1-203.

(2) An applicant for licensure as a certified social worker shall:

(a) submit an application on a form provided by the division;

(b) pay a fee determined by the department under Section 63J-1-504;

(c) be of good moral character;

(d) produce certified transcripts from an accredited institution of higher education
recognized by the division in collaboration with the Social Worker Licensing Board verifying
satisfactory completion of an education and an earned degree as follows:

(i) a social work education program accredited by the Council on Social Work
Education and an earned master's degree resulting from completion of that program; or

(i1) an education program that contains approved clinical social work concentration and
practicum in content as defined by rule under Section 58-1-203 and an earned doctorate
resulting from completion of that program; and

(e) pass the examination requirement established by rule under Section 58-1-203.

(3) (a) An applicant for certification as a certified social worker intern shall meet the
requirements of Subsections (2)(a), (b), (¢), and (d).

(b) Certification under Subsection (3)(a) is limited to the time necessary to pass the
examination required under Subsection (2)(e) or six months, whichever occurs first.

(c) A certified social worker intern may provide mental health therapy under the
general supervision of a clinical social worker.

(4) An applicant for licensure as a social service worker shall:

(a) submit an application on a form provided by the division;
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(b) pay a fee determined by the department under Section 63J-1-504;

(c) be of good moral character;

(d) produce certified transcripts from an accredited institution of higher education
recognized by the division in collaboration with the Social Worker Licensing Board verifying
satisfactory completion of an earned degree resulting from education as follows:

(i) abachelor's degree in a social work program accredited by the Council on Social
Work Education;

(i) a master's degree in a field approved by the division in collaboration with the social

worker board;

welfare, orsoctat-welfare pottey;]
S-» [tiv)] (iii) ¢=S a bachelor's degree in any field if the applicant:

(A) except as provided in Subsection 58-60-205.2(2), has completed at least three

S=» [credit] semester hours or four quarter =S hours in each of the following areas:

(I) social welfare policy;

(ID human growth and development; and

(III) _social work practice methods S=» , as defined by rule =S : S=» and

—(€)yoneyearof| (B) provides documentation that the applicant has completed at least

2.000 hours of ¢=8 qualifying experience under the supervision of a [ficensed-certifted-or
chntealsoctal-worker] mental health therapist, which experience is approved by the division in

collaboration with the Social Worker Licensing Board, and which is performed after
completion of the requirements to obtain the bachelor's degree required under this Subsection
(4); or

S=» [69] (iv) &S successful completion of the first academic year of a Council on Social
Work
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Education approved master's of social work curriculum and practicum; and

(e) pass the examination requirement established by rule under Section 58-1-203.

Section 5. Section 58-60-205.5 is enacted to read:

58-60-205.5. Continuing education.

As a condition for renewal of a license under this part, a social service worker licensee

shall, during each two-vear licensure cycle, complete S=» [20-hoursof] ¢=S qualified continuing

professional education, as defined by rule made in accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah

Administrative Rulemaking Act.

Legislative Review Note
asof 1-11-10 10:11 AM

Office of Legislative Research and General Counsel
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Fiscal Note
2010 General Session

State of Utah

State Impact

Enactment of this bill will not require additional appropriations.

Individual, Business and/or Local Impact

Licensees may experience increased costs associated with the required continuing education. Enactment
of this bill likely will not result in direct, measurable costs and/or benefits for local governments.
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